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A Note from the Headmaster 

Dear Parents,  

Welcome to Veritas Classical Academy. I want to extend our thanks to you for choosing this school 
for your child. Here at Veritas, we firmly believe that parents are the primary educators of their 
children, and we are grateful that you have trusted us to come alongside you in the education of 
your children. Veritas Classical Academy exists to educate the minds and inspire the hearts of 
young people toward moral character and civic responsibility. This is no small task, but it is one we 
believe we can accomplish together, a community of teachers and families guided by this common 
end. 

We know that in choosing a classical education for your child, you are choosing a more difficult 
path, but one which culminates in great treasures for those who walk it faithfully and purposefully. 
At Veritas Classical Academy, we have committed ourselves to an old-fashioned approach to 
education, an approach rooted in real things which proved their worth long ago and remain just as 
powerful today. This path is neither short nor easy, but generations of travelers found it the surest 
road to wisdom and understanding, the true purposes of education. As Dr. Kathleen O’Toole has 
said, “We want to really know things, not just appear to know them.”  

Veritas stands in sharp contrast to many fashionable education models because we believe that 
knowledge and wisdom are worth having for their own sake, not for what you can do with them. We 
hope that Veritas Classical Academy graduates are exceptional, as the graduates of classical 
schools frequently are. But we hope they are more than exceptional engineers, writers, or 
scientists, exceptional workers and economic producers. We hope they are exceptional people. 
Exceptional at what they do, yes. But more exceptional still in who they are and who they will 
become: exceptional young men and women. The highest accolades, a 36 on the ACT, elite college 
acceptance, full-ride scholarships, all these ring hollow when awarded to a person who lacks moral 
virtue, because none of them make up for a bankrupt character. We believe our task is to teach 
young men and women to be virtuous, to be good, to be excellent people. To be people worthy of 
the honors, ready for the freedom, and prepared for the challenges, their lives will hold. We believe 
that a person’s moral character is the most precious possession they have, and we desire to train 
our students to steward theirs well.  

 In choosing Veritas Classical Academy, you have entrusted us with one of the most valuable and 
serious tasks a person can be given: to join you in the education of your child. To honor that trust, 
we join other academies in the Hillsdale Member School network in making the following promises: 
“We promise to treat your students’ education as an end in itself. We promise to help them learn to 
be virtuous, not just credentialed. We promise to educate them to be thinkers, not merely to train 
them for a particular profession. We promise to challenge them to help them see what they are 
capable of. We promise to pursue the truth without shame and without agenda. We promise to help 
your students know themselves, and to help them cultivate their minds and their characters in 
accordance with virtue.”3  

 
3 Founders Classical Academy of Leander, Family Handbook, 2019-2020, 9-10. 
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We humbly ask for your support of our school, in the community at large and with your children. 
This type of education cannot take place without close partnership between the school and its 
families. We ask that you get to know us, our curriculum, our philosophy and vision, and classical 
education in general. We hope that you will tour and visit the school (often!). We hope that you will 
volunteer and take advantage of opportunities to be involved in our community. And we hope you 
will come to us when questions arise, whether it be about curriculum or teaching methods or 
anything else.  

We hope you will be an example to your students of all the virtues we seek to teach: courage, 
justice, moderation, wisdom, prudence, friendliness, and responsibility. You are your student’s first 
and most lasting example of these things, and we cannot teach them without you. Help them to see 
the connection between good habits and good character. And help them to understand that 
learning, that curiosity, that wonder, that growth of understanding and wisdom are not just for the 
young, but for all of us.   

I could not be more grateful to have you and your family as a part of our school community this year, 
and I look forward to the promise of an excellent year together.  

Sincerely,  

Jonathan Gray  

Founding Headmaster 
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FrontDesk@VeritasClassical.com

 
4 Atlanta Classical Academy, Family Handbook, 2018-19, 42. 

https://veritasclassicalwi-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jgray_veritasclassical_com/Documents/info@veritasclassical.com
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9 s. 118.16(1)(a), Wis. Stats.  

mailto:FrontDesk@VeritasClassical.com
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10 Ibid. 
12 S. 118.16(1)(c), Wis. Stats. 
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20 Taken from “Honor Code Explanation,” a document prepared by BCSI personnel for the February 21, 2018 
School Leader Conference at Hillsdale College. 
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22 S. 118.305, Wis. Stats. 
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24 Within the meaning of s. 939.22(4) Wis. Stats. 
25 Within the meaning of s. 939.22(38) Wis. Stats. 
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34 s. 118.2925, Wis. Stats. 
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54 Adapted from BCSI 10 Points and Model Mission, version 7. 
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65 See s. 118.33(5m), Wis. Stats. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION  

VCA is a public charter school authorized by the University of Wisconsin, Office of Educational 
Opportunity (OEO) pursuant to Wis. Stat. 118.40. As such, VCA is designated as the Local 
Educational Agency (LEA) for scholars enrolled in VCA and is responsible under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Chapter 115, Wis. Stat. (Subchapter V) for providing a free 
appropriate public education (FAPE) to scholars with disabilities eligible for special education and 
related services. VCA will meet all of its obligations under IDEA and state law through the 
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framework set forth in the DPI Special Education Policies and Procedures Manual. For more 
information, please contact the Special Education Program Coordinator.  

SECTION 504  

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is a civil rights law aimed at eliminating discrimination 
against and protecting the rights of individuals with disabilities. Specifically, the law protects 
individuals who have a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits one or more major 
life activities, who have a record of such impairment, or who are regarded as having an impairment. 
VCA does not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities in admission or access to 
or participation in or treatment in its programs or activities. VCA will provide qualified individuals 
with disabilities under Section 504 a free appropriate public education with specialized instruction 
and/or related aids and services to ensure the individuals have access to VCA’s programs, 
activities, and benefits in the same manner as individuals without disabilities. For more 
information, please contact the Special Education Program Coordinator. 

ENGLISH LEARNERS Scholars identified as English Learners (EL) have the right to an equal 
educational opportunity and to meaningfully participate in VCA’s educational programs. EL 
scholars must have access to specialized programming designed to support their developing 
English language proficiency as well as their academic success. If a scholar is identified as an 
English Learner, parents/guardians have the right to ask for language assistance services. For 
English Learner program placement, please contact the Headmaster or school office. 

MULTI-TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORTS (MTTS) Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTTS) is a special 
way VCA helps all scholars reach their full potential. We have developed a three-level system of 
support to ensure the success of every learner:  

● The universal level of support, or tier 1, includes the high quality instruction, collaboration, and 
strategic use of data provided for all learners. In sustainable systems, at least 80% of learners have 
developmental, academic, behavioral, social, and emotional needs met through the universal level 
of support.  

● The selected level, or tier 2, includes supports intended for learners whose developmental, 
academic, behavioral, social, or emotional needs extend just beyond the reach of the universal, or 
tier 1, level. This level is intended for short-term intervention targeting the specific skill needs of 
learners so the universal level of support can meet their educational needs.  

● The intensive level, or tier 3, is intended for learners whose needs extend well beyond the reach 
of the universal, or tier 1, level. 

MCKINNEY-VENTO HOMELESS ASSISTANCE ACT  

VCA follows the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act which addresses the needs of homeless 
children and ensures the educational rights and protections for these children. For more 
information, please contact the school office. 
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75 s. 118.13(1) Wis. Stats. 

https://veritasclassicalwi-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jgray_veritasclassical_com/Documents/veritasclassical.com
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77 Per s. 118.40(3)(g)3. Wis. Stats., children of school founders, governing board members, and full-time 
employees given enrollment preference may not exceed 10% of the school’s total enrollment. 

https://veritasclassicalwi-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jgray_veritasclassical_com/Documents/veritasclassical.com
https://veritasclassicalwi-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jgray_veritasclassical_com/Documents/veritasclassical.com
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https://veritasclassicalwi-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jgray_veritasclassical_com/Documents/veritasclassical.org
https://www.facebook.com/veritasclassicalwi
https://www.facebook.com/veritasclassicalwi
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94 ss. 19.31-19.39, Wis. Stats. 
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97 Taken from “Honor Code Explanation,” a document prepared by BCSI personnel for the February 21, 2018 
School Leader Conference at Hillsdale College. 
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